
IGNITE Reading 
 

Looking for some productive reading? If so, choose one of the IGNITE disciplines that 
you would really like to learn more about, pick a book or two that delve into it, and ask 
God to deepen your walk with Him through your reading. 

Please note that just because a book is on this list does not mean that we necessarily 
endorse everything in the book. It just means that we think that it might be a book that 
you will find helpful. As they say on television, “The opinions expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the senior pastor, board of deacons, or leadership of 
First Baptist Church.” Having said that, let us know which ones you find most helpful! 
And Happy Reading! 

 
Note: Books with the title in Red Lettering are available in the church library. 
 
Baptism 
 
Remember Who You Are by William Willimon.  An excellent discussion on baptism for 
those contemplating “jumping in.” 
 
Committing to Jesus 
 
Peace with God by Billy Graham.  This book is a clear, easy-to-understand presentation 
of the Gospel.  An excellent resource for anyone considering making a commitment to 
Jesus. 
 
How to Be Born Again by Billy Graham.  An excellent discussion on what it means to 
become a follower of Jesus. 
 
Evangelism 
 
Out of the Salt Shaker by Rebecca Manley Pippert.  A classic introduction to evangelism. 
 
How to Talk about Jesus Without Freaking Out by Covell and Rogers.  This book will help 
you to learn to share your faith with courage and confidence. 
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Fasting 
 
Fasting by Jenetzen Franklin.  This book describes the types of fasts mentioned in the 
Bible and how to choose which one is right for you; the essential components of a 
successful fast; an interactive study guide; and a personal devotional with tips, prompts, 
and prayers. 
 
Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough by Elmer L. Towns.  This book offers a guide to nine 
biblical fasts. 
 
The Beginner’s Guide to Fasting by Elmer L. Towns.  This is a good, practical introduction 
to the discipline of fasting. 
 
General Topics 
 
Spiritual Disciplines Handbook by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun.  This is a very practical book 
that gives specific suggestions on how to practice a multitude of spiritual disciplines.  
Our youth pastor, Andy Scott, tells me this would be an excellent book for youth to 
follow as well.  This is one of the most down-to-earth books on the disciplines that I 
have come across. 
 
Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life by Donald S. Whitney.  This books deals with 
ten spiritual disciplines.  Whitney discusses why these particular disciplines are 
important, discusses how each one will help you grow in godliness, and offers practical 
suggestions for cultivating them on a long-term basis. 
 
Questions of Life by Nicky Gumbel.  A practical introduction to the Christian faith. 
 
In His Grip by Jim Sheard and Wally Armstrong.   An excellent resource for lovers of golf.  
This book draws numerous analogies between the game of golf and the Christian life. 
 
The Great Omission by Dallas Willard.  Anything by Dallas Willard is worth reading and 
this volume is no exception.  An excellent introduction to the spiritual disciplines. 
 
The Goal of the Disciplines 
 
Called to Be Saints by Gordon T. Smith.  This is one of the very few books to talk about 
the goal of the spiritual disciplines.  Why do we practice the disciplines?  What are we 
trying to accomplish?  This book discusses what it means to be a mature Christian. 
 
The Spirit of the Disciplines by Dallas Willard.  This book presents a call to radical 
discipleship based on the spiritual disciplines. 
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Prayer 
 
Hearing God by Dallas Willard.  This book focuses on prayer as a two-way 
conversation—us talking with God and God speaking to us.  
 
Intercessory Prayer by Dutch Sheets.  A very helpful discussion on the topic of 
intercessory prayer. 
 
Quiet Time 
 
This Morning with God ed. by Carol Adeney.  An excellent quiet time resource, this book 
will lead you through the entire Bible in 365 days. 
 
Day By Day with Billy Graham.  365 quiet time devotionals by Billy Graham. 
 
Service – Volunteering 
 
The Hole in Our Gospel by Richard Stearns.  Stearns asks the questions, “What does God 
expect of us?”  Is being a Christian just about going to church and trying not to lie or 
steal or does it involve reaching out to the poor and disenfranchised.  A must read for 
anyone serious about reaching out to those our city has left behind. 
 
Simplicity 
 
Freedom of Simplicity by Richard Foster.  This is a challenging book but also one which 
makes a simpler lifestyle look very attractive—it is not legalistic and dour.  As the title 
suggests, it is freeing for all the right reasons. 
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