
 

November 19, 2017 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As you worship during Advent, the words you are going to hear most often are Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  

These are common biblical terms, especially during Advent.  Have you considered, however, how crazy it 

sounds to use these words in our world with the shape it’s in?  Let’s face it, our world’s a mess.  Violence is on 

the rise, especially against women and minorities.  Political instability, terrorism, and civil war are common 

headlines in the paper.  Natural disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, and forest fires 

seem to be happening all the time around the globe.  Oh, and let’s not forget the fear that the United States and 

North Korea are moving inexorably closer to a nuclear holocaust. 

 

In the midst of this, how can we talk about things like Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love?  Doesn’t this just mean that 

we’re out of touch with the real world?  Well, perhaps we are crazy to talk about these things.  But if we’re 

crazy, we have good company!  We worship a God who was crazy enough to come into a world that was just as 

violent and unstable as ours is today.  And, not only that, He came in the most vulnerable of forms—a helpless, 

human baby.  What was He thinking?  And, even today, this God continues to do crazy things like planting 

seeds of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love in the midst of the chaos all around us.  How crazy is that?   

 

In fact, God takes His craziness even further.  He says that, as the Body of Christ, you and I can BE Hope, 

Peace, Joy, and Love to each other and indeed to people around the world.  Does that make any sense at all? 

 

Yes, our God may be crazy and we may be crazy for following Him.  But, in the midst of a broken world, I 

think we could do a lot worse than proclaim our faith in a God of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

 

To help you celebrate your crazy faith in a crazy God in the midst of a crazy world, your church family is 

offering a number of special worship events.  Please see the enclosed schedule of our Advent services.  We hope 

that you can join us for some or all of these worship opportunities.  And please invite a crazy friend to come with 

you! 

 

Before I close, please prayerfully consider your Christmas offering this year.  If you could give an extra offering, 

over and above your regular Sunday offering, it would help the church's ministry and our outreach tremendously. It 

would be a real blessing to enter the new year on firm financial footing.  Special envelopes are enclosed for this 

offering.  If you are receiving this letter electronically, you can use your regular offering envelope for your 

Christmas offering or take one of the special Christmas envelopes located in the pews in the sanctuary.  Oh, and 

don’t forget, at Christmas and throughout the year, you can always give using our new PushPay app.  Call the 

church office for details.  Thank you in advance. 

 

May this Advent season be for each one of us a special time of renewal as we prepare for the birth of our Saviour. 

 

In the joy of the Lord, 

 

 

 

Pastor Richard 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Bring a Friend to Christmas At First 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, Dec. 2nd “Miracles At First” Christmas Concert and Advent Tea 
 
Sunday, Dec. 3th  Morning Worship and First Sunday in Advent 

 6:30pm Hanging of The Greens 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 6th 2:30pm Evelyn Eaton WMS Christmas Program 
    5:30pm Wednesday Night Supper Turkey Meal 

 Powerhouse Christmas Event 
 

Sunday, Dec. 10th  Morning Worship and Second Sunday in Advent 
 5:30pm Inter-Generational Christmas Caroling 

 
Sunday, Dec. 17th  Morning Worship and Third Sunday in Advent 

 6:30pm Candlelight Service 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 20th 6:30pm Blue Christmas  
 

Sunday, Dec. 24th  Morning Worship and Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 6:30pm Christmas Eve Service  

 
Sunday, Dec. 31st  11:00am One Worship Gathering 


