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OUR EARLY HISTORY: 1821-1913 

  

In The Beginning 

Baptist influence in the area of the Bend, later 

named Moncton, led to the erection of the 

Free Meeting House. Located at 20 Mountain 

Road in Moncton, the Free Meeting House 

was built to serve as a home to all religious 

denominations in the area until they could 

raise funds to build their own churches. The 

building was dedicated for service by Baptist 

missionary, Elder Joseph Crandall on 

September 7, 1821, and is one of Moncton’s 

oldest standing public buildings. The Free 

Meeting House is designated a National 

Historic Site of Canada. 

  

First Baptist Moncton 1857-1913 with 1887 expansion 

Following evangelistic meetings at the Free Meeting 

House led by Elder Joseph Crandall, a group of 

converts came together and organized the Moncton 

Baptized Church of Christ at the Free Meeting House 

on June 8, 1828. The church later became First 

Moncton United Baptist Church and is the oldest 

continuing Protestant congregation in the city. The 

growing congregation built their own House of 

Worship at Church and Queen Streets and moved to 

their new church in 1857. Electric lights were 

installed in the church in 1886, and one year later, 

the church was remodelled and expanded with two 

side wings and a rear extension.  

In 1909, a magnificent three manual Casavant organ, 

with 1,823 pipes was installed. 

  

 

The Free Meeting House, Moncton 
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FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON REBORN: 1915-2015 

 

The 1913 fire 

Tragically, in 1913 a fire which started in 

the Victoria Rink nearby completely 

destroyed the beautiful wooden 

structure.  

A building committee was created the 

very night of the fire to start planning 

for a new stone church that would be 

completed in 1915. The committee 

hired C. B. Chapell of Prince Edward 

Island as architect and Moncton’s James 

Reid & Son as contractor. Their 

combined efforts resulted in a brown 

sandstone structure that is still one of 

the best examples of Gothic Revival 

architecture in New Brunswick. The 

interior design makes use of several pillar styles, lath coffered ceilings and extensive wainscoting.  

On May 16, 1915, the new building was dedicated and 4,400 persons attended the two services. Forty-

nine persons were baptized that day and more the next Sunday. The Sanctuary featured 1,100 seats and 

an impressive 35-stop Casavant organ. The cost of the building and furnishings came to $89,946. 

The initial donations from the community following the fire in 1913 were not only from within the 

Baptist denomination. This spirit of community was apparent when, at the dedication of the new stone 

church, George O. Spencer, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, while accepting the building on behalf of 

the congregation, stated that the church was open “to all”.  

  

 

Interior of New Church (1915) 
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Transcript newspaper clipping from May 1915 

 

 

Dedication of the new building, laying the cornerstone 1914 
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1918: The Great War and beyond 

In 1918, the Vestry, Brotherhood Hall and 

Sunshine Room served as an Emergency Hospital 

for those with the Spanish influenza, which 

caused more deaths in a few weeks than had 

occurred in all the years of the Great War.  

 

A few years later, on Easter Sunday of 1921, a 

memorial stained glass window was dedicated, 

honouring the 37 church members who lost 

their lives in the war. 

 

1920s: First Baptist: Church planting in the 

greater area 

Postwar expansion created growth at First 

Baptist Moncton in the early twenties, because the new church was built, the men were home from the 

war, couples were married, and families came to church. Postwar expansion came to commerce, too, 

and many people moved to Moncton to enter the expanding firms, new firms, and to teach in the 

growing schools. 

 

“1920s and 1930s: All of the older members of First Baptist recall the services when the church was filled 

to overflowing and the folding doors would have to be opened.”  - Excerpt from Years of Pilgrimage. 

 

Many of the Baptist churches around Greater Moncton today were planted by First Baptist members.  

This trend continued in the 1920s as people were moving to the outskirts of the city.  These included 

Parkside Baptist Church and Gunningsville Baptist Church. Continuing into the 1950s First Baptist 

continued to have a “Churches for New Communities Fund” to assist small suburban fellowships. 

 

First Moncton United Baptist Church was the mother church to or had an association with: 

- West Lane - Sunny Brae - Dover 
- Brentwood - Highfield - Hildegarde 
- Lewisville - Canaan Station - Parkside 
- Cherryfield - Harrisville - Gunningsville 

 

  

 

First Baptist ‘hospital’ in 1918 
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1930s: Expanding into radio ministry 

During the time of the Great Depression, CKCW radio station started a monthly broadcast of a Sunday 

evening service in 1935, and in 1937, began a weekly broadcast of the Men’s Christian Brotherhood. It 

was reported that over 100,000 people tuned in to the weekly Sunday program.   

 

In May 1934 the church established Camp Rosebrook to "have a social and recreational centre for the 

young people of the church." 

 

1940s 

Many First Baptist members fought in World War II.  In 1951, a second Memorial Window was dedicated 

in honour of the 26 church members who made the supreme sacrifice. 

 

1950s: The new Christian Education facility 

With both numerical and program growth, the 

congregation added the Christian Education 

facility in 1958, a modern facility set apart for 

“the teaching of the Word of God in both 

precept and example”. The building and 

furnishings cost $236,811. 

 

1970s: Expanding care ministries 

In the 1970’s, a need for nursing home care in 

the area was recognized, and several individuals 

from the church were influential in the 

establishment of the Kenneth E. Spencer 

Memorial Home for senior citizens. A ministry of 

the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches, the 

home opened in 1973.  

 

The church also purchased land in Hillsborough for a multi-purpose retreat centre in the 1970’s. 

Springwater Lodge was constructed on the property and was used by the church for a variety of 

activities and events for over thirty years. On June 4, 1978, the church marked its 150th anniversary. The 

speaker for the Anniversary Service was Dr. John Gladstone of Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, 

Toronto. 

  

 

Christian Education Building (1958) 



7 
 

1990s: Adding new ministries 

In February of 1992, the “Miracles at First Child Care Centre” was opened to meet the need for Christian 

child care in the city. This ministry has earned a solid reputation over the past twenty plus years for 

providing quality Christian child care in the heart of downtown Moncton. Also in 1992, programming 

changes were introduced in the fall. Various children and youth ministries as well as Prayer Meeting 

were moved to Wednesday evenings, and the Wednesday Night Family Fellowship Suppers began. 

  

Into the 21st Century 

In 2001, the church again relied on the 

faithfulness of the congregation to raise 

approximately $750,000 through the Kindling the 

Flame campaign, which was used to pay off debt, 

and to carry out renovations and upgrades of the 

facilities which included work on the church 

foundation, bell tower, accessibility, a new 

electrical entrance and upgrade, new heating 

boilers and conversion to natural gas, and organ 

refurbishment. A donation to Camp Wildwood 

was also made to name a new cabin in honour of 

Dr. T. Elgar and Edith Roberts. 

 

2005: Launching The Bridge 

Recognizing the changing worship styles of the modern Christian church, in 2005, First Baptist Moncton 

added a contemporary worship service at 9:00 am, prior to its long established 11:00 am traditional 

worship service. “The Bridge” is a worship service designed to reach out to a younger generation and 

unchurched persons, combining upbeat, modern worship music, audio/visual presentations, drama and 

other interactive elements to provide an engaging worship experience for a modern audience.  Early in 

its existence, the Bridge chose to sponsor two children through World Vision as its go global project. 

 

To make the facilities more accessible for all, in 2006, the link connecting the Christian Education 

Building and Church Building was modified to include a “lift” and a new wheelchair accessible entrance 

from Queen Street.  

 

 

 

  

 

Accessible Entrance with Lift, Queen Street 

http://www.firstmoncton.com/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Lift-Entrance-Queen-Street.jpg
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2011: Sanctuary renovations 

Inside the church building, major upgrades included modern lighting, sound and technical equipment, 

and renovations in the Sanctuary and Vestry, providing up-to-date capabilities without altering 

appearance. 

 

 

First Baptist Moncton celebrated its 186th Anniversary in 2014. The church is a beautiful structure with a 

magnificent Casavant organ and beautiful stained glass windows. It has a seating capacity of seven 

hundred and is wheelchair accessible.  

 

 

2015 and Beyond 

The congregation of First Baptist strives to provide programming to meet the needs of the whole person 

and to aid individuals in faithful witness to Christ – both in the church and the world. Through the united 

ministry of pulpit and pew the ‘Good News of Jesus Christ’ goes beyond the walls of a building to a world 

hungry for acceptance, belonging and hope. Such has been – and continues to be – the vision of First 

Baptist Moncton. 

  

 

Renovated Interior (2011) 

http://www.firstmoncton.com/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Renovated-Interior-2011.jpg
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FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON: HISTORY AT A GLANCE 

 

1821 – Free Meeting House built 

1828 – Moncton Baptized Church of Christ, mother church of First Baptist Moncton was organized at the 

Free Meeting House 

1857 – House of Worship built at Church and Queen Streets, a wooden structure 

1887 – The church was remodelled and expanded with two side wings and a rear extension 

1905-6 – Men’s and Women’s Bible Classes were organized and named the Christian Brotherhood and 

the Sunshine Ladies 

1909 – A magnificent three manual Casavant pipe organ, with 1,823 pipes was installed 

1913 – Church building destroyed by fire 

1915 – New sandstone Church building was dedicated 

1918 – Church building served as an Emergency Hospital 

1921 – WWI Memorial stained glass window was dedicated 

1951 – WWII Memorial stained glass window was dedicated 

1958 – New Christian Education building was added to the Church 

1973 – Several Church members were influential in the start of the Kenneth E. Spencer Memorial Home 

for senior citizens 

1992 – Miracles at First Child Care Centre was opened to provide Christian child care in the city 

1992 – Wednesday Night Family Fellowship Suppers and various boys’ and girls’ programs were moved 

to Wednesday evenings 

1998 – Children from the New Life Mission were incorporated into the Wednesday supper and 

programming 

2001 – Kindling the Flame capital campaign 

2004 – Restoration of the Casavant Organ 

2005 – “The Bridge”, a contemporary worship service was initiated and held prior to the traditional 

worship service on Sunday mornings 

2006 – A “lift” and a new entrance was added to the link connecting the Christian Education Building 

and Church Building 

2011 – The Sanctuary and Vestry underwent major renovations and upgrades of modern lighting, sound 

and technical equipment 

2013 – Church celebrated the 185th Anniversary, June 8th 

2015- Church celebrates the 100th Anniversary of its modern building 
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MISSIONS FOCUS: 100 YEARS OF PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL FROM THIS PLACE 

First Moncton United Baptist Church has taken the Great Commission seriously over the years. Three 

plaques on the wall near the memorial windows pay tribute to missionaries who served overseas for 

Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM) years ago. Through the years we have given strong leadership and 

financial support to the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches. Many have served on boards and 

committees and have been presidents. Some went on to give leadership on a national level as well. We 

have been heavily involved in the United Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union.  

At present three retired missionary couples have chosen to worship and serve at First Moncton United 

Baptist Church. One son of First Baptist is serving in the spread of the gospel through using the media to 

reach people of other languages in their own language with Bible stories dramatized and broadcast or 

shown in video format.  

There have been Short Term Mission Trips taken under CBM by teams from First Baptist. Many other 

Mission Trips have been organized for the youth of our church closer to home and throughout North 

America. 

We have recognized that outreach has a local as well as a global obligation. Locally our church has been 

involved with others in the organizing and ongoing support of New Life Mission, the Pregnancy Resource 

Centre, the Community Chaplaincy for Ex-offenders, the Karing Kitchen and Reconnect. We also offer a 

meal and fellowship on the third Sunday of each month to anyone needing a meal that day. The Shawl 

Ministry offers warm clothing to these people at Christmas. The Social Action Committee organizes a 

Christmas Wishes program every year at Christmas to help up to ten families with gifts and groceries. 

Our Benevolent Fund still responds to appeals from the community for emergency assistance. 

There are several small groups who meet regularly in homes or at the church for worship, study, 

fellowship and service to others. 

We have a growing number of International Members worshiping and serving with us. The Lord has 

brought people from around the world to our doors and we have made them welcome. Refugees have 

found a loving supportive home at First Baptist. 

Many members of First Baptist strive to make everyone feel welcome and appreciated within our 

fellowship. We offer ourselves to love our neighbours as ourselves and to serve all of the people the 

Lord draws to our doors. 
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In 1965, brass plaques were unveiled for those who had served on the mission field from the church: Dr. 

& Mrs. Glendinning, Miss Flora Clarke and Dr. Hinson West. 
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THE TRADITION OF MUSIC AT FIRST BAPTIST 

First Baptist has always had a rich, musical tradition. Many people have been drawn to the church not 

only because of a Christ-centered, Bible-based focus but also because of this musical tradition and 

people continue to use their gifts in worship on a regular basis. The high musical standards have been 

appreciated by the congregation and many have been blessed year after year. The Christmas and Easter 

services to the community have provided rich experiences. 

The early years featured a sanctuary choir which led in services both morning and evening. This church 

became a sought after destination for those who longed to hear a full choir and the various registrations 

of the beautiful organ, a four manual 2,214 pipe Casavant. The sanctuary choir is made up of volunteer 

group that includes young adults, professionals and retirees who love to sing. Over the years, an 

incredible number of gifted volunteers have directed junior choirs, folk groups and a girl’s teen choir 

which spanned several age groups.  A Yamaha Baby Grand piano has been used to accompany these 

groups and enhance the worship.  

The art of handbell ringing was introduced by a Welsh gentleman, Dr. T. Elgar Roberts, Minister of Music 

and carried on by several fine directors. This unique tradition was a vital part of the involvement of 

many young people over the years. Through the years, the handbell tradition has remained strong. It has 

grown and expanded under recent leadership and still involves youth as well as adults who offer special 

worship experiences for a very grateful congregation of lovers of good music. With their fine directors, 

each group exists to provide an opportunity for people to give their gifts, to share their talents and to 

give glory to God.  

One must acknowledge the insight to create another worship experience for a next generation. As 

instrumental and compositional trends in worship and praise music changed to meet preferences of a 

certain demographic, so First Baptist provided a Bridge service experience, now celebrating its tenth 

year, to encourage a more comfortable and relaxed worship experience.  

As we celebrate our anniversaries year after year, we are reminded that music is the window of our 

souls and our Lord must be the song we joyfully sing, whether in traditional or contemporary styles.  

Hearts open with the sound of music and our human nature is drawn to music which we cannot do 

without. We rejoice in the way God has led the congregation and many talented people to serve 

faithfully in the music ministry at First Baptist, Moncton for over 185 years. 
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FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON: MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE YEARS 

 In the 1920s, the church choir became an integral part of worship and was never less than 50 or 60 
trained voices.   

 In the early 1930s, the church formed its first Junior Choir - a tradition that continues to this day. 

 In the 1940s, First Baptist choirs became known for their quality. Both the Junior and Senior Choirs 
were entered in the Moncton Music Festivals usually doing so well that they went on to the 
Provincial Festival in Saint John. 

 

First Baptist Sanctuary Choir in the 1950s 

 In 1963, the church started a Handbell choir and a choir of young ladies called the Choristers. The 
Handbell Choir was said to be the first bell choir in Atlantic Canada and perhaps the second in all of 
Canada. The Baptist Bell Ringers took part in many services, won Music Festivals, and represented 
the Province of New Brunswick at a gala variety show sponsored by the Secretary of State for 
Canada's Centennial Year in 1967. 

 The Orchestra of First Baptist Brotherhood began back in 1909 and continued to minister well into 
the 1950s.  The orchestra was an important part of the radio ministry in the 1930s and 1940s.   

 In 2005, the church added contemporary worship team to its 9:00 am The Bridge service to help 
reach out to a younger generation.  The team includes electric, base and acoustic guitars, drums and 
keyboard as well as other instruments from time to time. 
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FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON: CASAVANT PIPE ORGAN 

As a testimony to the importance of music in Worship Services at First Baptist after the 1913 fire the 

church purchased a new three manual Casavant Pipe Organ (Opus 607) for the newly constructed 

church building in 1915. The impressive ornate wooden organ chest was custom designed to be a centre 

piece in the beautiful and expansive new sanctuary. The cost of this organ in 1915 was $7,000.  100 

years later this magnificent Casavant Pipe Organ offers beautiful sounds every Sunday accompanying 

choirs, soloists and congregational hymn singing during the traditional worship services. 

This Organ has been played by many accomplished musicians over the past century.  

Our present resident Organist is Suzanne McGillivray. She continues the tradition of very high standards 

in music for choral, solo and congregational accompaniment.  

The Organ has been appreciated for generations and the church has ensured it has been well 

maintained. It is tuned several times a year. There were major renovations done on the organ in 1967 

including an update to the console. 

As time passed and the instrument aged it became evident more renovations would be necessary to 

keep this fine instrument playing. The Board of Trustees in 2004 continuing the long tradition of 

recognizing the important role this organ played in worship at First Baptist, approved an expenditure of 

$123,000 to have Orgues Letoruneau Ltd of Quebec complete a major restoration. This began in the 

summer of 2004 and for several months the organ was silent during the renovation. On November 21st, 

2004 the beautiful sounds of the newly restored organ filled the sanctuary once again. 

Over the past century, the congregation of First Moncton Baptist has been proud of their Casavant Pipe 

organ. Not only have they enjoyed the power and majesty of this amazing instrument but have ensured 

it was well maintained for future generations. Replacement cost of this instrument today would be in 

the range of $750,000 and $1 million.  
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FIRST BAPTIST’S MAGNIFICENT CASAVANT PIPE ORGAN 
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HONOURING SERVICE: THE PLAQUES OF FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON  

Many First Baptist members served in WWI.  Early in 1919, a 
brass plaque was installed at the right of the organ in  
memory of Louis Stanley Edgett who died in 1917.  

 
 
 In December 1925, a beautiful bronze tablet at the front of 
the church was unveiled in memory of Mrs. Emma 
Emmerson Atkinson, daughter of Rev. R.H. Emmerson, Pastor 
of the church (1856-57). The plaque was a gift of Mr. Harvey 
Atkinson, Esq., husband of the late Mrs. Atkinson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In 1938 the church memorialized Rev. Joseph 

Crandall. The 37 converts that formed the first 

church had grown to 1,374 members by 1938. 

 

 

 

 

There are also two plaques at the back of the Church that honour those from First Baptist who served in 

the World Wars.   There is also a plaque commemorating the one casualty from First Baptist in the 

Korean Conflict. 
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SENIOR PASTORS: 1915-2015 

Rev. George Albert Lawson 1910-1916 
Rev. Bowley Green 1917-1922 
Rev. J. Austin Huntley 1923-1926 
Rev. Neil Herman 1927-1932 
Rev. George Ellsworth Whitehouse 1932-1933 
Rev. Henry Rosebrook Boyer 1933-1939 
Rev. Bryce D. Knott 1940-1947 
Rev. I. Judson Levy 1947-1955 
Rev. Abner Langley 1956-1968 
Rev. George Laidlaw McNeill 1969-1978 
Rev. Arthur Patterson Lee 1979-1988 
Rev. Mark Parent 1990-1993 
Rev. Greg Jones 1993-2002 
Rev. Richard Jackson 2003- 

CHURCH MODERATORS: THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD LEADERSHIP 

In 1970 a "Long Range Planning Committee" appointed by the church recommended that a committee 

be appointed to review the Constitution of the church.  After reviewing a Constitution for Canadian 

Baptist Churches, prepared by the Baptist Federation of Canada and constitutions of other Baptist 

churches "from Halifax to Vancouver" a new constitution was adopted by the church in 1972. One of the 

key elements was the appointment of a church Moderator and Vice Moderator, who would chair the 

Executive and Annual meetings and represent the church as necessary. The person in this position 

would serve a maximum of three years. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OVER THE YEARS 

At a time when many churches who have older buildings that are in danger of being condemned or 

abandoned because of disrepair, we gratefully commend the members of the Board of Trustees who, 

over the years, have done repairs and extensive renovations to keep our building in good condition. 

Many individuals have donated their work and experience to do the work. At other times they inspired 

the congregation to give financially to have professional renovations and repairs done both inside and 

out. After 100 years, we appreciate the legacy they have left us: this beautiful building in which to 

worship and serve our Lord. The repairs and renovations that have been done on the Sanctuary Building 

over the past 50 years include:  

1960: New drapes in the Chapel. 

1961: New carpet in Sanctuary. 

1963: New communion furniture. 

1965: Iron support for organ. 

1967: Organ new console and electrifying of organ. 

1969: Repairs to stained glass windows. 

1970: New choir gowns. 

1970: Choir loft floor remodelled and seating rearranged. 

1972: New roof. 

1980: Ceiling fans installed in sanctuary and vestry. 

1981: Renovations to vestry (improved lighting) carpeting, new drapes, chairs, pulpit. 

1981: New lights in sanctuary. 

1985: Oak bench in choir loft. 

1986: Sprinkler system installed. 

1988: New hot water lines and radiators in Sanctuary building and all heating source from the C.E. 

Building furnace. 

1995: Repairs done on stone work and sound system. 

1996: Choir room refurbished. 

1997: New roof and Brotherhood hall redone. 

…Continued on next page.
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Repairs and renovations (continued): 

2000: Storm windows installed in Sanctuary. 

2000: Water leakage problem in the foundation of the Sanctuary building fixed. 

2001: Inside walls of the classrooms off of the Vestry (top Floor) repaired and painted and new electric 

wiring installed. 

2002: Repairs and ceramic tile installed in the Baptistery with new water heater. New electrical entrance 

installed to the Sanctuary Building. 

2003: New furnace and new steps installed to the Queen St. doors. 

2004: Major organ restoration and choir loft chairs repaired. Reconstruction of the Tower of the 

Sanctuary building. A portion of the basement was redone to create a coffee house. 

2006: A large portion of basement has been upgraded to accommodate more storage area and 

recreation area. Lift installed to connect the C.E. Building to the Sanctuary Building to make it more 

accessible for people with mobility difficulties. 

2006: Renovation of the connector between the Sanctuary and C.E. building and lift installed. Retaining 

walls and walkway to the door for the lift entrance. 

2006: Installation of two bathrooms on the main floor, off the Vestry. 

2008: Some stained glass windows repaired. New carpeting in Sunshine Room. 

2009: Additional insulation in the ceilings of the Sanctuary and Vestry. 

2010: Masonry reconstruction work done on Sanctuary building. 

2011: Joint repairs done on the exterior walls of the Sanctuary building. Replacement of back door of 

the Sanctuary building. Extensive renovations done to the Vestry and interior of the Sanctuary including 

an extension to the platform and a new sound system. 

2013: In the Vestry 75 chairs got new seats and backs. 

2014: The remaining 29 chairs in the Vestry also got new seats and backs. 
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LONG-SERVING MEMBERS OF FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON 

Our church building, sanctuary, vestry, chapel and adjacent areas will soon become century old facilities.   

Thanks to our church forefathers for providing such a substantial and beautiful structure in which to 

worship and bring praises to our Lord over these 100 years.  Thanks to all the faithful stewards who have 

contributed to the care and upkeep over the years.  May the Lord continue to watch over His church and 

may the generations that follow in the years ahead attend, worship in reverence and use these facilities 

to bring glory to our Almighty God.    
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100TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 

The committee would like to express our thanks to all of those who have helped in the preparation of 

this booklet and with the events surrounding the 100th anniversary of the modern church building. 

Much of the content in this booklet was taken from the excellent profile of the church’s history 

published for the 150th anniversary of the church: Years of Pilgrimage – 150 Years for Christ in First 

Moncton United Baptist Church by Emmerson Carrol and A. Joyce Tingley. 
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THE STAINED GLASS OF FIRST BAPTIST MONCTON 

Nativity scene window to the left of 
the organ was dedicated in 1938 in 
memory of George Barrett and 
Matilda Jones Lutz. 

Window to the right of the organ 
depicting Christ blessing the little 
children was dedicated around 
1943 in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Lutz. 

Window over the baptistery 
depicting Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd was dedicated in 1943 to 
the memory of Ada May Boyer and 
in recognition of her husband Rev. 

Dr. Bryce Knott.  

Window - east front of sanctuary – 
companion to Boyer –depicting 
Christ as the Sower was dedicated 
in 1945 in memory of George Lewis 
Nixon. 


